FROM THE HUT TO THE PANTHEON   153
part of a moat, and the ditch, and the parapet become superfluous.
The aquatic pile-dwellings, found in this and other Italian lakes, again, are altogether similar to the constructions which of late years have attracted so much attention in Switzerland, and are known as "lake-dwellings." Traces of them have been discovered in many other parts of Europe and Sig. Pigorini has met with them as far east as the lower course of the Danube. As in Italy, the majority of these constructions belong to the bronze age; but, as in Italy, some are older and some are younger.
As the prehistoric round hut is the earliest stage of a developmental series which has culminated in the Pantheon, is there no corresponding process of evolution traceable in the pile-dwellings? In the Pandane plain itself, their chances of development appear to have been cut short by the Etruscans, a race of rude and superstitious warriors, who came over the Apennines, and whose chief significance seems to lie in the fact that they were the intermediaries by whom more or less of the culture of the Phoenician, and afterwards of the Greek, traders who reached their coast was transmitted to the old Italians.
At a later period, the Etruscan domination was swept away by the Gauls, whose big-boned skeletons, with their long iron swords by their sides, tell of the foundation of Bononia, the ancestress of modern Bologna, on the ruins of the Etruscan Eelsina, which again was founded on the site of a nameless pile-dwelling town.
But the eastern fringe of the Pandane plain presents a conformation admirably adapted for the building of